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Introduction

In early 2010, a General Election was called, prompting
political parties in the United Kingdom to finalise their
selection processes for Parliamentary candidates fahe
nationwide vote onMay 6h. In response, Student Rights
identified this as an opportunity to contact all candidates of the
survey them on their attitudes to extremism and radicalisation

on university campuses ndonwide.

The focus of the study was texaminethe concerns and general
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extremism on campus. There were five questions also included to define the candidate, their

party, constituency, further comments and whether or not they wished to pursue a longéerm

relationship with Student Rights.

The aim of the survey was to gauge the level of understanding of our potential lawmakers and
Parliamentarians on the subject of extremism and the results have been promising as to the
awareness of the issue as we#ls how strictly politicians and future politicians would confront
problems in this area The surveyreceived163 responses across all parties, with the majority
of responses comingrbm Liberal Democrat candidates with Labour second and Conservative

responses third.

Student Rights vievs this first Parliamentary candidate survey as a strong endorsement of our
work and hopesto build upon this by carrying the results to the elected candidates and

Members of Parliament for action on thismportant issue in the 2010 Parliament.



Extremism Survey 2010

Dear Parliamentary Candidate,

Thank you for taking a few minutes to answer our survey on extremism within the UK, with a focus
on the radicalisation that is occuring on university campuses.

We will be seeking to publish the results of this survey shortly and producing a report on the issue
over the course of the next few months.

Many thanks

Raheem Kassam
National Director, Student Rights

* Are you a restanding Member of Parliament or a Candidate? [H| = Your Party?

[=]

* Please enter your full name and constituency in the format: NAME (Constituency) |E|

* Are you aware of extremism and radicalisation issues in the UK?

) Yes and it concerns me greatly ) Yes but 1am indifferent ) Yes, but don't think it's 3 problem

) Mo but Iam concerned by this ) Mo and Iam indifferent ) Mo and I don't think it's a problem

* Do you think that the Hizb-ut-Tahrir group should be proscribed in the UK?
) Yes ) perhaps ) Mo
) 1 have no position on this ) T would need more inforrmation

* Should a Hizb-ut-Tahrir member be allowed to act as a teacher or teaching assistant on a UK
university campus?

) Yes ) No

) 1 have no position on this ) I would need more information

* Who should be monitoring extremism and radicalisation at UK universities?
[ police/special Branch [ University Authorities | Parliament

[ pressure Groups (Student Rights) [ students [ no one

[C11 don't know

* Who should be taking action when extremism and radicalisation incidents UK universities?
[ police/special Branch [l University Authorities | Parliament

[ pressure Groups (Student Rights) [ Students [ no one
[T11 don't know
* On a scale of 1 - 5, 1 being, "Fully backing and expanding the ‘no-platform’ policy"and 5 being

"Fully backing absolute freedom of speech, regardless of the security implications” - where would you
say you stand?

2 1 (Full no platforming and a blanket ban from authorities)

) 2 (Reqularly revisited 'no-platform’ policy - yearly)

©) 3 (Respecting freedom of speech but reacting to threats/hate-speech case-by-case)
) 4 (Freedom of speech except in the case of threats of violence)

) 5 (Absolute freedom of speech, regardless)

* Would you be interested in working with Student Rights in the future feither in an advisory role. in
bringing up issues like these in Parflament, in speaking at events or contributing ideas]?

* Are you aware of any specific radicalisation issues in your area? (particularly on campuses)

Thank you for taking the time to complete this. Please click "submit” below to send us your
responses.

If you have any further information to add, please feel free to e-mail us at
info@studentrights.org.uk



Executive Summary

In the run up to the May ® General Election in the United Kingdom, amxtremism pressure
group Student Rights issued a survey to parliamentary candidates anstaading Member®f
Parliament. The study consisted of eleven questions aimed at gauging the attitudes, understanding

and suggested reactions to extremism and radicalisation on UK campuses.
The survey results showed:

- Most parliamentary candidatesind re-standing MPs are cognisamif extremism issues
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- Most candidates and MPs are not informed to a satisfactory level about radical groups
such as Hizkut-Tahrir, nor are they familar with specific issues on campuses, even if these
have previously been highlighted in the mainstream medtlia

- The widespread belief is that the police or Special Branch in collaboration with university
authorities are best placed to tackle the extremistréfat on campuses across the country.

- 2AOPAAOGET ¢ O ASH paraindunt imgortadée Aot AU Security concerns
should not be ignored blindly in the face of the arguments that espouse absolute freedoms.
Hate-speech and threatening behaviour shiounot be tolerated and each incident should
be treated individually on a casby-case basis.

- Most respondents are open to a future working relationship with Student Rights and have

commended us in our fight against radicalisation and pursuit of a campukiwze of peace.
The findings of this study allow us to pursue the following:
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agenda and in the right incidences, applying pressure on those who the study shows should
be acting on these cases i.e. Police/Special Branch and university authorities.
- Putting together briefing docurents regarding the key groups such as HigbTahrir, as
well as weekly briefings in addition to our usual newsletter to students.
- Liaising more with local police with regard to threats on campus, specifically ones which
have been foreseeby Student Rights such @identat Manchester University which saw
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1 The Evening Standard and th®aily Telegraph reported recently on teaching assistant at the London School of

EconomicsO2 AUA 0 Aahdhis &i€yéddes to Hizbut-4 AEOEO AT A EEO O" O GEAOOS8 #EOAI AB
preached hardline/extremist views on campus:http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article6990407.ece
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Ambassador Talya LadoiFresher: http://www.studentrights.org.uk/2010/04/deputy _ -israeli-ambassadorattacked-
manchesteruniversity -speech/
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Results

Quesion 1

Are you a re-standing Member of Parliament or Candidate?

Result Reponses Percentage
Restanding MP 8 4.9%
Prospective Candidate 154 94.4%
Neither 1 0.6%

The results here indicatthat it is mostly prospective candidates, or those who have nesteod for
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response is assumed to be down to user error on the online survey form.
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Question 2

Which political party do you belong to?

Result Responses Percentage
Conservatives 15 9.2%
Labour 40 24.5%

Lib Dem 107 65.6%

The results here indicate that Liberal Democrat MPs or candidates are most likely to respond to
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with the Conservatives on topnd the Liberal Democrattast. Fbwever thisanalysisalso requires
us to take into account the amount of money each party has at its dispfmsatlectronic media

activity8

Candidates, the results shatve Lib Dems on top, Labour in second with Conservatives thifthis

echoes our resultsfoesponse rates from parties.

Question 3

Please enter your full name and constituency in the format: NAME (Constituency).

This list is available upon request fromfo@studentrights.org.uksubject to the Data Protection

Act 1998 and our discretion.

3 http://tweetminster.co.uk/electioncampaign/

4 http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk/content.aspx?activeTextDocld=3190610
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Question 4
Are you aware of extremism and radicalisation issues in the UK?

Result Responses Percentage
Yes and it concerns me greatly 148 90.7%

Yes but | am indifferent 2 1.2%

. Sa o0dzi L R2y Qi GKAY] 5 3.0%

No but I am concerned by this 8 4.9%

No and | am indifferent 0 0.0%

b2 YR L R2yQi GKAY] A|O 0.0%
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Are you a jssues in the UK?

concerned by this
No and | am indifferent
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The results of this question clearly show that the issues of extremism and radicalisation are well

known to most of the parliamentary candidates questioned. More than 90% of those surveyed
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95.6% in total of parliamentary candidates quizzed who are concerradxbut this issue.

Party Breakdown

Result Cmservative Lib-Dem Labour
Yes and it concerns me greatly 100% 90.6% 87.5%
Yes but | am indifferent 0% 0.93% 2.5%

. Sa odzi L R2y QG G|0% 3.73% 2.5%
No but I am concerned by this 0% 4.67% 7.5%
No and | am indifferent 0% 0% 0%
NoandIR2y Qi GKAY]1l AdO0% 0% 0%
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resultsthis has been mitted from this portion of the findings.






