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Introduction   
 

In early 2010, a General Election was called, prompting 

political parties in the United Kingdom to finalise their 

selection processes for Parliamentary candidates for the 

nationwide vote on May 6th.  In response, Student Rights 

identified this as an opportunity to contact all candidates of the 

ÔÈÒÅÅ ȬÍÁÊÏÒ ÐÏÌÉÔÉÃÁÌ ÐÁÒÔÉÅÓȭ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ +ÉÎÇÄÏÍ ÁÎÄ 

survey them on their attitudes to extremism and radicalisation 

on university campuses nationwide.  

The focus of the study was to examine the concerns and general 

ÁÔÔÉÔÕÄÅÓ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÌÌ ÄÏÃÕÍÅÎÔÅÄ ȬÅØÔÒÅÍÉÓÍ ÁÎÄ 

ÒÁÄÉÃÁÌÉÓÁÔÉÏÎȭ ÁÇÅÎÄÁ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÐÅÒÖÁÄÅÓ ÕÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÃÁÍÐÕÓÅÓȢ  4Ï ÔÈÉÓ ÅÎÄȟ six questions were 

formulated ÁÓËÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÒÌÉÁÍÅÎÔÁÒÙ ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅÓȭ ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÌÅÖÅÌÓ ÏÆ 

extremism on campus.  There were five questions also included to define the candidate, their 

party, constituency, further comments and whether or not they wished to pursue a longer term 

relationship with Student Rights.  

The aim of the survey was to gauge the level of understanding of our potential lawmakers and 

Parliamentarians on the subject of extremism and the results have been promising as to the 

awareness of the issue as well as how strictly politicians and future politicians would confront 

problems in this area.   The survey received 163 responses across all parties, with the majority 

of responses coming from Liberal Democrat candidates with Labour second and Conservative 

responses third. 

Student Rights views this first Parliamentary candidate survey as a strong endorsement of our 

work and hopes to build upon this by carrying the results to the elected candidates and 

Members of Parliament for action on this important issue in the 2010 Parliament. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Executive Summary 
In the run up to the May 6th General Election in the United Kingdom, anti-extremism pressure 

group Student Rights issued a survey to parliamentary candidates and re-standing Members of 

Parliament.  The study consisted of eleven questions aimed at gauging the attitudes, understanding 

and suggested reactions to extremism and radicalisation on UK campuses. 

The survey results showed: 

- Most parliamentary candidates and re-standing MPs are cognisant of extremism issues 

ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ ȬÇÒÅÁÔÌÙ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÅÄȭ ÂÙ ÔÈÉÓȢ  /ÖÅÒ ύτϻ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÁÎÎÅÒȢ 
- Most candidates and MPs are not informed to a satisfactory level about radical groups 

such as Hizb-ut-Tahrir, nor are they familiar with specific issues on campuses, even if these 

have previously been highlighted in the mainstream media.1 
- The widespread belief is that the police or Special Branch in collaboration with university 

authorities are best placed to tackle the extremist threat on campuses across the country. 
- 2ÅÓÐÅÃÔÉÎÇ ȬÆÒÅÅÄÏÍ ÏÆ ÓÐÅÅÃÈȭ is of paramount importance, but our security concerns 

should not be ignored blindly in the face of the arguments that espouse absolute freedoms.  

Hate-speech and threatening behaviour should not be tolerated and each incident should 

be treated individually on a case-by-case basis. 
- Most respondents are open to a future working relationship with Student Rights and have 

commended us in our fight against radicalisation and pursuit of a campus culture of peace. 
 The findings of this study allow us to pursue the following:  

- 7ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÐÁÒÔÎÅÒÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÔÈ ÅÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÏÆÆÉÃÉÁÌÓ ÉÎ ÐÕÒÓÕÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ ȬÃÁÍÐÕÓ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÏÆ ÐÅÁÃÅȭ 

agenda and in the right incidences, applying pressure on those who the study shows should 

be acting on these cases i.e. Police/Special Branch and university authorities. 

- Putting together briefing documents regarding the key groups such as Hizb-ut-Tahrir, as 

well as weekly briefings in addition to our usual newsletter to students. 

- Liaising more with local police with regard to threats on campus, specifically ones which 

have been foreseen by Student Rights such as incident at Manchester University which saw 

ÔÈÅ )ÓÒÁÅÌÉ $ÅÐÕÔÙ !ÍÂÁÓÓÁÄÏÒȭÓ ÃÁÒ ÁÔÔÁÃËÅÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ April 2010.2 

                                                           
1 The Evening Standard and the Daily Telegraph reported recently on teaching assistant at the London School of 
Economics, Ȭ2ÅÚÁ 0ÁÎËÈÕÒÓÔȭ, and his alleged ties to Hizb-ut-4ÁÈÒÉÒ ÁÎÄ ÈÉÓ Ȭ"ÒÏÔÈÅÒÓȭ #ÉÒÃÌÅȭ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÅÄÌÙ 
preached hard-line/extremist views  on campus: http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article6990407.ece  
2 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔ 2ÉÇÈÔÓ ×ÁÒÎÅÄ ÉÎ ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ȬÐÒÏÔÅÓÔ ÔÈÒÅÁÔÓȭ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ -ÁÎÃÈÅÓÔÅÒ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ ÖÉÓÉÔ ÏÆ $ÅÐÕÔÙ )ÓÒÁÅÌi 
Ambassador Talya Lador-Fresher: http://www.studentrights.org.uk/2010/04/deputy -israeli-ambassador-attacked-
manchester-university -speech/  

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/uk/article6990407.ece
http://www.studentrights.org.uk/2010/04/deputy-israeli-ambassador-attacked-manchester-university-speech/
http://www.studentrights.org.uk/2010/04/deputy-israeli-ambassador-attacked-manchester-university-speech/


Results 

Question 1 
Are you a re-standing Member of Parliament or Candidate?  

Result Reponses Percentage 

Re-standing MP 8 4.9% 

Prospective Candidate 154 94.4% 

Neither 1 0.6% 

The results here indicate that it is mostly prospective candidates, or those who have never stood for 

0ÁÒÌÉÁÍÅÎÔ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓÌÙ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÌÉËÅÌÙ ÔÏ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄ ÔÏ ÓÕÒÖÅÙÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ËÉÎÄȢ  4ÈÅ υ Ȭ.ÅÉÔÈÅÒȭ 

response is assumed to be down to user error on the online survey form. 

 

Question 2 
Which political party do you belong to?  

Result Responses Percentage 

Conservatives 15 9.2% 

Labour 40 24.5% 

Lib Dem 107 65.6% 

The results here indicate that Liberal Democrat MPs or candidates are most likely to respond to 

ÓÕÒÖÅÙÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÉÓ ËÉÎÄȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÃÏÎÔÒÁÄÉÃÔÏÒÙ ÔÏ ÅÁÃÈ ÐÁÒÔÙȭÓ ÕÓÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÔÏÏÌÓ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÅÌÅÃÔÉÏÎȟ 

with the Conservatives on top and the Liberal Democrats last.  However this analysis also requires 

us to take into account the amount of money each party has at its disposal for electronic media 

activityȢ  ,ÏÏËÉÎÇ ÁÔ 4×ÅÅÔÍÉÎÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÐÉÅ ÃÈÁÒÔ on the usage of Twitter by Parliamentary 

Candidates, the results show the Lib Dems on top, Labour in second with Conservatives third3.  This 

echoes our results of response rates from parties.  

 

Question 3 
Please enter your full name and constituency in the format: NAME (Constituency).  

Result 

This list is available upon request from info@studentrights.org.uk subject to the Data Protection 
Act 19984 and our discretion. 
 

 

                                                           
3 http://tweetminster.co.uk/electioncampaign/ � 
 
4 http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk/content.aspx?activeTextDocId=3190610� 

mailto:info@studentrights.org.uk
http://tweetminster.co.uk/electioncampaign/
http://www.statutelaw.gov.uk/content.aspx?activeTextDocId=3190610


Question 4 
Are you aware of extremism and radicalisation issues in the UK?  

Result Responses Percentage 

Yes and it concerns me greatly 148 90.7% 

Yes but I am indifferent 2 1.2% 

¸Ŝǎ ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ 5 3.0% 

No but I am concerned by this 8 4.9% 

No and I am indifferent 0 0.0% 

bƻ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ 0 0.0% 

 

The results of this question clearly show that the issues of extremism and radicalisation are well 

known to most of the parliamentary candidates questioned.  More than 90% of those surveyed 

ÈÁÖÅ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÂÏÔÈ Á×ÁÒÅ ÁÎÄ ȬÇÒÅÁÔÌÙ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÅÄȭ ÏÖÅÒ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÉÓÓÕÅÓȟ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ 

ψȢύϻ ÔÅÌÌÉÎÇ ÕÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÕÎÁ×ÁÒÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ÉÎ ÄÅÐÔÈ ÂÕÔ ÁÌÓÏ ȬÇÒÅÁÔÌÙ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎÅÄȭȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÇÉÖÅÓ ÕÓ 

95.6% in total of parliamentary candidates quizzed who are concerned about this issue.  

Party Breakdown  
 

Result Conservative Lib-Dem Labour 

Yes and it concerns me greatly 100% 90.6% 87.5% 

Yes but I am indifferent 0% 0.93% 2.5% 

¸Ŝǎ ōǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ 0% 3.73% 2.5% 

No but I am concerned by this 0% 4.67% 7.5% 

No and I am indifferent 0% 0% 0% 

No and I ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ 0% 0% 0% 

/ÎÅ ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅ ÌÉÓÔÅÄ ÔÈÅÍÓÅÌÖÅÓ ÁÓ Ȭ)ÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔȭ ÌÉËÅÌÙ occurred through user error on the form.  

4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÏÕÇÈÔ ÔÏ ÂÅÌÏÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ Ȭ,ÁÂÏÕÒȭ ÃÁÔÅÇÏÒÙ.  However for the sake of the integrity of the 

results this has been omitted from this portion of the findings. 

Are you aware of extremism and radicalisation issues in the UK?

Yes and it concerns me greatly

Yes but I am indifferent

9ÅÓ ÂÕÔ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÈÉÎË ÉÔȭÓ Á ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍ

No but I am concerned by this

No and I am indifferent

.Ï ÁÎÄ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÈÉÎË ÉÔȭÓ Á ÐÒÏÂÌÅÍ




